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VISA UPDATES  (Updated  1 November 2010)

· The following application forms have changed :

Australia Tourist form.

Australia Business form.

Australia Transit form.

Portugal form.

Denmark form.

Finland form.

· INDIA : 
1. Holders of multiple entry Tourist Visas (visa type code  T )
are required to have at least 2 months between visits. This
will be noted as a stamp in their passport upon their
departure from India. Those wishing to re-enter before two
months have expired must contact an Indian mission abroad to
obtain permission, which if granted will be in the form of a
letter. Within 14 days of re-entry, the visitor is required
to register with the Foreigner's Regional Registration
Office (FRRO).

· AUSTRIA : From 10 February all applicants must apply in person, “the co-operation with visa services (visa couriers etc) will be ceased”.

· GHANA : The form must be completed in full. The Embassy will reject the form if the applicants full home address and telephone number is not completed. The application will be rejected in the reference in Ghana’s name, address and telephone number is not completed. Please remember to complete the form 4 times! (Copies are accepted)

· NIGERIA : ALL first time applicants to Nigeria, or those who cannot provide a copy of a previous visa, must pay a refundable repatriation fee of R6000.00. The fee is payable on submission of the application by deposit into the Embassy’s account. The applicant’s passport number and surname must be used for the reference. A separate deposit for each applicant must be made for more than one applicant. A copy of the deposit slip must be kept for the refund on the applicants return. 

· SPAIN : The Spanish Embassy have advised that from 4 January 2010 all visa payments can only be made by Bank TRANSFER into the Embassy’s account. No cash or cheque deposits are allowed. The transfer must show the applicants surname, initials and passport number. The application will only be accepted once the payment shows on the Embassy’s account. 

· UK/SCHENGEN VISAS : If traveling to the UK and a Schengen Country, the Schengen Countries require that you apply for your UK Visa FIRST.
· IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR SOUTH AFRICAN VISITORS TO THE UK : The British government have announced changes to the visa requirements for South African nationals who wish to visit or transit the United Kingdom.   From 1 July 2009, South African nationals seeking to visit or transit the United Kingdom will need to obtain a visa before travelling. Please log on to www.vfs-uk-za.com for information on applying for a visa. Unfortunately all applicants will have to apply in person due to the Digital Fingerprinting, application forms and appointments are all done online! Applications can be completed and appointments booked online using the www.visa4uk.fco.gov.uk website.
Applicants will also have the option of paying online (with a credit or debit card) when completing their online application form.
WE ARE ABLE TO COLLECT THE PASSPORTS/VISAS ONCE READY AT VFS GLOBAL :
 

Please note that the envelope containing your passport is sealed at the British High Commission, Pretoria. Please do not accept an opened or tampered with envelope. If you wish to have your sealed envelope collected by a representative or agent (Mass Visas) kindly send your acknowledgement receipt (original collection slip) and an authority letter signed by you authorizing Mass Visas to collect on your behalf. Kindly note that without an authority letter and acknowledgement receipt VFS will not be able to hand over the envelope to Mass Visas. (Authority letter obtainable from Mass Visas). Our normal fees apply.

· Please remember, South African TEMPORARY passports will not be acceptable for entry into the United Kingdom, Canada, Belgium, Austria, Netherlands, Luxumbourg, Germany, Qatar, Ireland, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Kuwait, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia, Burkino Faso, France and Switzerland
· ALL SCHENGEN COUNTRIES REQUIRE COLOUR PASSPORT PHOTOGRAPHS.  Please do not staple or glue the photographs
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